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Kwanzaa Celebration - December 30, 2025

Pastor: We begin in the Name of the One God, Eternal Love, Creator of all, and of The
Only Begotten Son Christ Jesus, and of the Holy Spirit.

ALL: AMEN
Leader 1. Good evening. My name is and | am speaking to you
from the City of in the State of . I will be giving the opening prayer.

Please pray this prayer silently as | say it aloud.

Bless us, O God, as we come together to give you thanks and praise. We are pleased
and grateful to celebrate Kwanzaa for the gt year with our congregation, family, and
friends. We will reflect on and celebrate all seven principles of Kwanzaa tonight.

The seven principles are Umoja (00-MO-jah) - Unity, Kujichagulia (koo-jee-chah-GOO-
lee-ah) - Self Determination, Ujima (oo-JEE-mah) - Collective Work and
Responsibility , Ujamaa (oo-jah-Mah) - Cooperative Economics, Nia (NEE-ah) -
Purpose , Kuumba (koo-OOM-bah) - Creativity, and Imani (ee-MAN-nee) - Faith.

We dedicate this short worship service to you as we explore and embrace the seven
principles of Kwanzaa.

Veronica Floyd: Good evening. My name is Veronica Floyd, and | am speaking to you
from the City of Johns Creek in the State of Georgia. | will be sharing with you some
words of introduction for Kwanzaa.

Kwanzaa is an annual holiday that begins on December 26 and lasts through January
1.

Kwanzaa is not religious—it's a cultural celebration. Many families celebrate Kwanzaa
alongside Christmas, Hanukkah, or other religious holidays. We at Ray Of Hope,
however, have found that the principles of Kwanzaa align with our Statement of
Purpose and have celebrated Kwanzaa for the past eight years.

While the holiday focuses on the African American community, ALL people are invited
to celebrate and learn about the values of Kwanzaa and African American culture.

First celebrated in 1966, Kwanzaa is the brainchild of Dr. Maulana Karenga—African
American author, professor, and activist—to nurture the community and cultural spirit of
African Americans.

While created with the traditional African harvest festivals in mind, Kwanzaa
itself is uniquely North American, celebrated mainly in the United States, Canada, and
the Caribbean.



Kwanzaa December 30, 2025. The eighth year of celebration at Ray Of Hope Church (LGBTQSIANE2ss+), Inc. Page 2 of 13

Kwanzaa celebrates family, culture, community, and the harvest.

The word Kwanzaa comes from the Kiswabhili phrase matunda ya kwanza, meaning
“first fruits [of the harvest]."

First Song: Christ Be Our Light. G&P 656 Words and Music; Bernadette
G&P #656 Christ, Be Our Light. Words and Music Bernadette Farrell
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CHRIsT, BE OUR LIGHT

Bernadette Farrell
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1. Long-ing for light, _ we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
2. Long-ing for peace, _ our world is  trou - bled. Long-ing for

_3. Long-ing for food, _ man -y are hun - gry. Long-ing for
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1. truth, we turn to you. Make wus your own,
2. hope, man -y de - spair. Your word a - lone
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4. warmth, man -y are cold. Make wus your build - ing,
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1. your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
2. has pow'r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
3. bro-ken for oth-ers, shared un - til all are fed.
4. shel - ter-ing oth-ers, walls made of |liv - ing stone.
5. to one an - oth-er, mak - ing your king - dom come.
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the dark - ness.
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Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gath-ered to-day.

© 1993, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.

Christ, Be Our Light. Words and Music Bernadette Farrell © 1993, Bernadette
Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Glory and Praise Second Edition
#656. Onelicense Song # 80229. Used with Print Permission and Streaming
License A-74127.
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Leader 1. We will look into Scriptures for some guidance on how to apply the principles
to our lives. The reading is Colossians 3:12-17 (NRSVUE)

2 Therefore, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. ** Bear with
one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each
other; just as the Lord® has forgiven you, so you also must

forgive. ** Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. ** And let the peace of Christ™ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be

thankful. *° Let the word of Christ' dwell in you richly; teach and admonish
one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs to God.¥ *” And whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through him.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
Read full chapter

Footnotes
a. 3.13 Other ancient authorities read just as Christ
b. 3.15 Other ancient authorities read of God
c. 3.16 Other ancient authorities read of God or of the Lord
d. 3.16 Other ancient authorities read to the Lord
(Source: https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A12-17&version=NRSVUE Scripture quotations

are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. See notice above announcements in this bulletin.)

Veronica Floyd and Tami Whatley: Discussion of Kwanzaa Principles

G Good evening. My name is and | am speaking to you from the
City of in the State of . We will now light the candles on the Kinara.

(Please light the center black candle.) O, Loving and Life-giving Good and Gracious God,
as we call and relay the first principle of Kwanzaa: UMOJA, the principle of unity. Help
us to be a unified people while interacting with various communities, family, neighbors,
friends, believers, nations, and ethnicities, as unity is a blessing from God.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A12-17&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29514a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A12-17&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29516b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A12-17&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29517c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A12-17&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29517d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A12-17&version=NRSVUE#en-NRSVUE-29514
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A12-17&version=NRSVUE#en-NRSVUE-29516
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A12-17&version=NRSVUE#en-NRSVUE-29517
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A12-17&version=NRSVUE#en-NRSVUE-29517
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How to put Umoja into practice:

In our lives, Umoja can have deep and meaningful significance as it inspires us to
cultivate and prioritize strong relationships within our family and with friends. Umoja
can also serve as a guiding principle for promoting social justice, equality, and
inclusivity in the wider society.

By embracing the concept of Umoja, we can strive to foster a sense of belonging and
connection with others, seek common ground, and work towards resolving conflicts
and creating harmony. Ultimately, Umoja can encourage all of us to recognize the
importance of collective strength and cooperation in creating positive change and
making a difference in the world.

ALL: UMOJA! May we employ the gift of unity as we continue to acknowledge
your love, Oh God. May we strive to maintain the true spirit of unity as we walk
as your people around the world. Umoja!

Leader 3: (Please light the outside red candle.) O, Loving and Life-giving Good and
Gracious God, as we call and relay the second principle, Kujichagulia (koo-jee-chah-
GOO-lee-ah), Self-Determination, teach us how to be self-determining believers as you
created us. Help us to know your will for our lives so that we may help others.

How to put Kujichagulia into practice:

Kujichagulia can be seen as a call to action for social and political engagement,
advocating for the rights and interests of the African-American community. Be
knowledgeable and Vote in all elections! It also challenges us and our communities to
overcome stereotypes and societal constraints that may hinder self-expression and
self-determination.

. Cultural Expression: Engage in activities that reflect your cultural identity, such
as music, poetry, or storytelling, to express your self-determination.

« Personal Growth: Set personal goals and challenges that you are willing to
pursue, demonstrating your commitment to self-improvement and growth.

« Community Contribution: Identify ways to contribute to your community,
whether through volunteering, mentoring, or participating in community events, to
fulfill your responsibility to make a positive impact.

« By applying Kujichagulia, you can create a life that is not only your own but also
one that honors and nurtures the community around you.
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ALL: KUJICHAGULIA! We will learn to live self-determined lives, knowing that our
actions must help others and ourselves. Kujichagulia!

Leader 4: (** Please light the outside green candle.**) For the third principle of
Kwanzaa: UJIMA, collective work and responsibility, grant us wisdom to develop and
maintain each person's talents and potential and our collective interests. Teach us how to
think collectively and build collectively the family unit and our neighborhoods, and to truly
be our brother's and sister's keeper, as You are the Keeper of our souls.

How to put Ujima into practice:

« Reflect on your community: Take time to think about the community you live in
and the challenges it faces. Identify areas where you can contribute to the
community's growth and development. Seek to engage in common interest
areas. It could be fixing broken elements at home or establishing a community
center that will be helpful to everyone in the vicinity.

. Engage in collective projects: Participate in community initiatives or volunteer
work like organizing events, supporting local businesses, or participating in
educational programs.

. Family and Community Contributions: Some other examples include starting a
program where the younger people in the family/community help seniors —
especially in typically hard times such as winter or getting prepared for tornadoes
or hurricanes. You can also think about putting a scholarship program in place or
establishing a local food bank. All that matters is that your plan contributes to
everyone's growth.

. By applying the principle of Ujima to your life, you can contribute to the well-being
of your family and community. Incorporating Ujima into your life nurtures a sense
of interconnectedness, teaches empathy and accountability, and ensures that the
successes and challenges of your family and community are shared, celebrated,
and addressed collectively.

ALL: UJIMA! We will strive to embody a spirit of collective work and responsibility,
building and maintaining our communities as our ancestors did. Ujima!

Leader 5: (**Please light the second red candle.**) O, Loving and Life-giving Good and
Gracious God, we praise you and thank you as we call and relay the fourth principle of
Kwanzaa: UJAMAA, the principle of cooperative economics. Grant us the wisdom and
tenacity to build and maintain businesses within our communities. Teach us how to think
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and build cost-effective businesses that are profitable for both the owner and the
consumer. Teach us to be mainly savers, not reckless consumers.

How to put Ujamaa into practice:

« Support Local Businesses: Ujamaa encourages families and individuals to
shop at local Black-owned businesses and invest in community ventures. This
practice not only strengthens the local economy but also fosters a sense of
community solidarity.

« Economic Self-Reliance: The principle calls for economic self-reliance, urging
community members to trust and support each other's entrepreneurial efforts.
This can involve sharing resources, knowledge, and networks to help each other
succeed.

Generosity and Community Support: Ujamaa also emphasizes the obligation
of generosity, particularly towards the poor and vulnerable within the community.
This can manifest in various forms, such as mentoring aspiring entrepreneurs,
providing financial support, or engaging in charitable activities.

ALL: UJAMAA! God has provided for us. We will be good and faithful stewards
over all that God has provided. Together we will build and profit with God's
blessing. Ujamaa!

Leader 6: (**Please light the second green candle.**) O, Loving and Life-giving Good and
Gracious God, we praise you and thank you as we call and relay the fifth principle of
Kwanzaa: Nia, Purpose.

Help us embrace the fifth principle of Kwanzaa: NIA, purpose, and your design for our
lives. We acknowledge that we exist for the purposes of worship, ministry, evangelism,
fellowship, and discipleship.

We hear the words of Ecclesiastes 12:13b (KJV), Respect, Love, Honor God, and keep
God's commandments: for this is the whole duty of humanity.

How to put Nia into practice:

e Infuse purpose into your careers, relationships, and community efforts as you
seek guidance and direction from within and above. By doing so, we can create
a ripple effect of positive change that strengthens the bonds within our
communities.
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. ldentify your role in the community: Consider how your talents and passions
can contribute to positive change and the greater good. Take time to evaluate
your aspirations and how they align with your community's well-being.

. EXxpress your purpose: Use art, music, writing, or other creative outlets to
express your purpose and inspire others.
By incorporating these practices into your life, you can actively contribute to the
collective vocation of building and developing your community, restoring it to its
traditional greatness.

Kwanzaa reminds us of the core values that unite us, and Nia stands as a pillar of
hope and direction. By embracing purpose, we enrich our lives while contributing to
the legacy of a thriving, connected community.

ALL: NIA! We will keep God's commandments! This is our purpose. We will love
God, our families (born into or chosen), and our neighbor as ourselves; this is our
purpose. We will live as a beacon to the world; we will live as those who give light
to the world; and as salt that gives flavor to the world. This is our purpose. Nia!

(** Please light the third red candle.**) and the sixth principle of Kuumba: Creativity.

Further, Help us to continue to share our creativity with the world through music, painting,
food, dance, worship, architecture, scientific research, all the healing gifts, all the medical
sciences, every study of all the gifts you give us in this Universe, and all endeavors in
which we engage. We honor the creativity of all your people of every ethnicity, every
culture, every ethnic story from every time and every place. Inspire us to reach out to
every story of all of your people.

How to put Kuumba into practice:

. Artistic Expression: Engage in various forms of art, such as painting, music,
dance, and writing, to celebrate creativity. Support local artists and promote their
work.

. Community Projects: Organizing events that beautify the community, such as
mural painting or community gardens.

. Environmental stewardship: Engage in practices that care for the environment
and creatively beautify the natural world.
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. Personal growth: Continuously work on personal and spiritual growth,
encouraging yourself to improve and your surroundings.

. By incorporating these principles into your daily life, you can contribute to a more
beautiful and beneficial community and leave a legacy that honors both ancestral
heritage and future generations.

Dr. Maulana Karenga, the founder of Kwanzaa, states, "Creativity means to
perform acts that leave our community more beautiful and beneficial than we
inherited it".

ALL: KUUMBA! We acknowledge the creative genius of God that is provided for all
creation to enjoy. Allow us to keep our minds and hearts open so that You, our
loving and life-giving God, can create what the world needs through us. Kuumbal!

Leader 7: (**Please light the third and final green candle.**) O, Loving and Life-giving
Good and Gracious God, your Word tells us "Now faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen." (Hebrews 11:1) As we call and relay the seventh
principle of Kwanzaa: IMANI, the principle of faith, help us to be greater people of faith
"for without faith it is impossible to please you." (Hebrews 11:6b)

How to put Imani into practice:

. Belief in Our People: Imani emphasizes the importance of having faith in the
capabilities and strengths of the African American community and its history.

« Commitment to Culture: It encourages individuals to embrace and uphold their
cultural values and traditions, fostering a sense of identity and belonging.

. Reflections: Discussions about the significance of faith in our lives and sharing
stories of perseverance.

. Faith in the Struggle: Imani highlights the belief in the righteousness and
significance of the ongoing struggle for justice, equality, and liberation. It inspires
hope and resilience in the face of challenges.

Imani, the final candle on the Kinara, symbolizes hope and the promise of a brighter
future. In summary, Imani serves as a powerful reminder of the strength found in faith,
community, and cultural heritage.

ALL: IMANI! We have come this far by faith. We affirm the values and customs of
our ancestors and give thanks for their sojourn as we seek to emulate the best of
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what they have left to us. We have faith in God, faith in one another, faith in our
ancestry, faith in ourselves, and faith in humanity. Imani!

Pastor: Libations

During this time of year, we have memories of those who have gone before us. Birth
and Death are equal parts of our human experience. As Christians, we do not attempt
to deny death by our "practice of a religion" or by our emphasis on resurrection. In
fact, the church has always remembered "those who have fallen asleep” (1
Thessalonians 4:13, 14) and even celebrated the day of their "transition” or "entrance
into Paradise" on a yearly basis, a "saint's day."

At Ray Of Hope Church, we remember the dead on our founding day, The Feast of All
Saints, and in that, we remember those from our past, we include ourselves, and even
include those who will come after us. Paul eloquently calls this "the cloud of Heavenly
witnesses." In Hebrews 12:1,2 we read: Therefore we also, since we are surrounded
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so
easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2
looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God."

Let us now observe a moment of silence out of respect for our ancestors (living
and dead) and our heritage (past, present, and future).

So this evening we will pour out, in libation, the mixed water and oil, which may be
rendered in tribute, in honor, in reverence. Action plus prayer equals sacrament as we
understand it. So, even though Dr. Karenga based this on a ritual in the Egyptian Book
of the Dead, we may use it with our own understanding of dedication.

Pastor: « Next: Ministers or other designated persons (a total of four) will come to the
front of the church or room and into a large bowl, pour libations (water and oil), after
reciting each of the following lines, we will say" We pour libations™:

For our ancestors (We pour libations)

For the dying (We pour libations)

For the glorious cloud of witnesses ( We pour libations)
For life, health, and strength (We pour libations). Amen.

Closing Prayer:
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Leader -2: Gracious God, you have allowed us to come this far by faith. We feel
gratitude for the values, customs, and rituals our families, friends, founders, and
foundresses have passed down to us. These principles of Kwanzaa remind us of our
potential and the possibilities before us in the New Year.

ALL: They also provide us the opportunity to reach across the divides of religion
and touch the humanity we find everywhere on this Earth. We have faith in God,
faith in one another, faith in our ancestry, faith in ourselves, and faith in
humanity. We are a grateful people in You. Amen.

Pastor: May Almighty God Bless us in the Name of the Creator, the Christ, and the Holy
Spirit.

ALL: AMEN
Pastor: We go forth in peace, glorifying the Lord by our lives.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

Second Song:
WORDS ONLY

Goodness Of God. Words and Music by Jenn Johnson, Ed
Cash, Jason Ingram, Ben Fielding and Brian Johnson.

Verse 1

| love You Lord

Oh Your mercy never fails me

All my days

I've been held in Your hands
From the moment that | wake up
Until | lay my head

| will sing of the goodness of God

Chorus

All my life You have been faithful

All my life You have been so so good
With every breath that | am able

| will sing of the goodness of God

Verse 2
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| love Your voice

You have led me through the fire

In darkest night

You are close like no other

I've known You as a father

I've known You as a friend

| have lived in the goodness of God

Bridge

Your goodness is running after
It's running after me

Your goodness is running after
It's running after me

With my life laid down

I'm surrendered now

| give You everything

Your goodness is running after
It's running after me

Goodness Of God. Words and Music by Jenn Johnson, Ed Cash, Jason Ingram, Ben Fielding and

Brian Johnson.

© 2018 Capitol CMG Paragon; Fellow Ships Music; So Essential Tunes; SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia; Bethel Music
Publishing. Administrators Bethel Music Publishing, Capitol CMG Publishing, Essential Music Publishing LLC, Hillsong
Publishing, LLC For use solely with the SongSelect® CCLI Song #7117726. Used with permission through our
Christian Copyright License Incorporated License Number 706121 and Christian Copyright License Incorporated
Streaming Plus License 21787152.

(** The closing prayers and responses for each Kwanzaa event are based on information
found on https://www.officialkwanzaawebsite.org
as well as the National Museum of African American History & Culture Kwanzaa page...
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/moments/kwanzaa

There are many symbols of Kwanzaa. The Kwanzaa candelabra is called a Kinara. The
straw mat that the Kinara is place on is a mkeka. Ears of corn are also placed on the mat,
one to represent each child in the household. (If no children, then one ear of corn for the
children of the community) They are called the vibunzi (or muhindi). A fruit basket is


https://www.officialkwanzaawebsite.org/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/moments/kwanzaa

Kwanzaa December 30, 2025. The eighth year of celebration at Ray Of Hope Church (LGBTQSIANE2ss+), Inc. Page 13 of
13

placed on the mkeka, and is called the mazao. The unity cup is also placed on the
mkeka, and is called the kikombe cha umoja (Kee-com-bay chah-oo-moe-jah) . The
seven candles that are placed in the Kinara are called the Mishumaa Saba. Finally, all the
gifts are called the zawadi and are traditionally given on the last day of Kwanzaa.



