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"My House shall be a house of prayer for All People." 

(Isaiah 56:7) 
Founded: 10/31/1983.  Now in our Forty-third year of Ministry. 

MISSION: Love God, Love your neighbor, and welcome everyone into 
discipleship.  (Matthew 22:37-39; Matthew 28:19)  

 
Rev. Br. Shawn F. Benedict, O.S.B., Appointed Pastor 

We extend a special welcome to our visitors.   
You are as welcome here as Jesus Christ Himself. 

In Romans 15:7, the Scriptures exhort us to:  
"Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you,  

for the glory of God" (NABRE – 2011) 
Participate in some or all parts of this worship event as you are comfortable. 

We are building a wonderful Christ-centered Community here, and we invite you to share in 
our Joy!  After the Worship Service, please join us for refreshments and sharing. 

Today is November 30, 2025 Advent Week I Year A 
The Candle of Hope 

Eschatology, 3rd of 6 Sundays 

World AIDS Day Remembrance 

Ray Of Hope Church teaches the same Christian Faith of the ancient 
ecumenical consensus.  St. Vincent of Lerins, a fifth-century monk and 

theologian, described it as 
"what has been believed always, everywhere, and by all." 

Scientific Discovery, Academic Knowledge, the Holy Scriptures, and 
Spirituality are Universal and Unified.  (Br. Benedict 8-6-23) 

Scripture Readings for this worship event:     
 

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5  NRSV 1st Test. pg 631  
 

Responsorial Psalm 122:1-9 in this bulletin 
 

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14 NRSV 2nd Test. pg. 162 
 

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 NRSV 2ND Testament Pg. 27 
                                                                                                                                                      
We use the term 1st for the "Old" Testament and 2nd for the "New" Testament.  The NRSV 
Bible 1st Testament numbers are found in the front portion, and the 2nd Testament numbers 
are found in the later portion.  If this confuses you, ask someone around you to assist you.  
Thank you.   
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All online presentations and accompanying bulletin programs of Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Inc. are covered by our One License Print Permission and Streaming License A-741278, our 
Christian Copyright License Incorporated License Number 706121, and our Christian Copyright License 
Incorporated Streaming Plus License 21787152.  Copyright credits and U.S. Copyright Fair Use 
statements are in the presented materials.  We are making every effort to comply with all regulations.  
Please get in touch with us with any questions, concerns, or suggestions to help us improve our copyright 
practices.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Visit and greet one another until the bell rings. 

 
"Bell's 1

st
 ring.  As our bell rings, please find your seat and pray silently for 

the next few minutes.  Please refrain from conversations, as they can 
disturb those trying to pray. 

 

Our St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi bell at Ray Of Hope Church, 380 W. 
1st St. in Elmira, NY, is a gift from Michael Quinnell of Syracuse, NY, given in 
September 2005.  The bell rings out 39 joyful rings, in contrast to tolling the 
bell in single rings.  The 39 joyful rings honor the 39 lashes Jesus endured, 
and we now celebrate victory and gratitude for our Salvation.  "The 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes, we are 
healed." (Isaiah 53:5) We ring the bell before worship and Bible Enrichment 
sessions.  Listen carefully and see if you can hear all 39 rings. 

 
 

 

WE GATHER TO PRAISE THE LORD AND GIVE THANKS 

+ Pastoral Welcome 
 
Veronica Floyd: Hello.  My name is _____________.  I am in_(city) _____, 
_(State)____.   Good morning.  Welcome to Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the faith community founded in Central New York and now all 
across the World through the Internet, where everyone is welcome.  This 
church is your Spiritual Service Station, and Faith Repair Shop, where our 
Loving Creating God is C.E.O., the owner of record is Jesus, the Christ, and the 
Operations Manager is The Holy Spirit.  Our Congregation is a franchise 
location of the Body Of Christ, the Church.  The Members and Friends are the 
working staff here today to facilitate your worship experience.  Today is 
November  30, 2025.  We announce all instructions, pages, and song numbers 
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and use a psalm response verse to assist people with various stages of visual 
impairment. 
 
To all who are online or may view this recording later, to facilitate your 
participation, please look for today's bulletin, Order of Worship, and the Music 
Supplement on Facebook Live by right-clicking the "Featured Links" icon.  On 
Zoom, look in the Chat window for two document icons.  On our website, look at 
the large gold box labeled SUNDAY WORSHIP INFORMATION at 
www.rayofhopechurch.com.  The Zoom link is also posted on the webpage.  
 

Katrina Lourdiane: Hello.  My name is _____________.  I am in_(city) 
_____, _(State)____.  Good morning, and welcome.  (** Reader, please 
remember to look at the people and smile.**) We invite you to 
participate in as many or as few parts of this worship event as you feel 
comfortable.   
 
Everyone is welcome to receive Holy Communion with us during the 
second half of this worship event.  You do not need to be a member of this 
church or any other church to receive Communion with us if you choose 
to.  To the people watching on the Internet, to participate in Communion, 
please also bring to your table 1) a cup with some wine or grape juice, 2) a 
small piece of bread, cracker, or matzo on a plate, and 3) a second cup 
with some water and a side napkin.  We will use these in the second half 
of the worship service.    With today marking the start of the four-week 
Season of Advent, those viewing at home may bring an Advent Wreath or 
Yule Log to their table with four candles, one for each week of the season.  
Some traditions add a fifth white candle for Christmas Day.  We will learn 
more about the Advent Wreath and the Yule Log during today's worship 
event.  Now, gather all these items, and we will start shortly. 

http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/
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(The Congregation amended this By-law on September 18, 2011, and used to read: We believe that Salvation is 

available to all who call on the Name of Jesus Christ, and are re-born into the Life of Christ.)(Article 10 
STATEMENT OF FAITH  10.01 Short Form Statement  Lines 1140 – 1143) 

Bell's 2
nd

 ring will announce the start of the worship 
event. 

Marcus: (** Reader, look up at the people and smile.**) Thank 
you for choosing to spend time with us today.  In Romans, Chapter 15, 
verse 7, the Scriptures instruct us to: 

ALL: "Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed 
you, for the glory of God." (NABRE) 

 
Marcus: You are as welcome here as Christ Jesus himself.  (** Reader, 
please remember to look at the people and smile.**) Show the glory 
of God by introducing yourself and welcoming the SAINTS around you.  
To be extra careful, we observe COVID-19 safety protocols by waving 
across the room and into the camera for the Internet. 

 
Pastor Benedict: Good Morning, SAINTS!  I ask you, in whose Name 

are we meeting?   

 

ALL: We meet in the name of God our Creator living in us, 
Christ Jesus Our Lord and Saviour living in us, and in the name of 
the Holy Spirit living in us.  Amen 

 
Brother: Together we pray Psalm 116:1 and 2:  

http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Gov10.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Gov10.htm
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ALL: Alleluia!  I love the LORD; He hears my cry. 

The Lord listens to my voice whenever I reach out for help. 

I am thankful, alleluia. 
 
Brother: The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, God's love, and the Holy 
Spirit's fellowship is with you.  (2 Corinthians 13:14) 
ALL: And also with you, praise the Lord. 
 

Brother: Welcome to your Spiritual Service Station and Faith Repair 
Shop.  We promise to do our best to help one another worship God in 
Christ, through the powerful ministry of the Holy Spirit.   

 
Today is November 30, 2025, the First Sunday of the New Church Year A in 
the three-year cycle of readings.  The "new" three-year lectionary was 
inaugurated on November 29, 1970, which means we begin the 56th time 
through the three-year cycle today.   
 
Ian McLaughlin:  Today, Ray Of Hope officially participates in the 38th 
observance of World AIDS Day, which is actually tomorrow, December 1.  
The World Health Organization established World AIDS Day on December 1, 
1988, to raise awareness globally that HIV and AIDS are serious health 
concerns that all Nations must actively work together to end.  
https://www.hiv.gov/    see also https://www.britannica.com/story/world-aids-
day-spotlight   

 Red Roses in honor of World AIDS Day, 
December 1, 2025, given by Wayne Harris, Glenn Rathbun, 
and Aunt Ruth Goyette. 

 

https://www.hiv.gov/
https://www.britannica.com/story/world-aids-day-spotlight
https://www.britannica.com/story/world-aids-day-spotlight
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Ian McLaughlin: The record of this Congregation shows it has observed every 
World AIDS Day since the first one in 1988.  We find it disappointing, then, to 
read headlines like these, where, according to The New York Times, The 
Guardian, The Advocate, and major news sources, the "Trump Administration 
Will No Longer Commemorate World AIDS Day." This is a headline in the New 
York Times on November 26, 2025. (https://www.nytimes.com › trump-us-world-aids-

day)    
 

The United Press International, Inc., UPI, reports: "Nov. 27, 2025/11:54 a.m.  
State Department says U.S. won't mark World AIDS Day this year.  By Jake 
Thomas.  (UPI) - - U.S. News.  The federal government will not participate in 
this year's World AIDS Day, a decades-old event to mourn people who've 
died from the disease and raise awareness.  The State Department has 
directed employees and grant recipients not to use federal funding to 
commemorate the day, The New York Times reported Wednesday." 
(https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2025/11/27/world-aids-day-
us/9851764258316/ ) 
 
 Finally, today is the third of six Sundays on Eschatology, the study of the 
final events.   Each Sunday will also provide us with tools for our travel as we 
"wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ." 
 

 
Ray Of Hope Church officially began on Reformation Day, 
October 31, 1983, the vigil of the Feast of All Saints.  October 
31, 2024, marked our forty-first anniversary, and we are now in 
our forty-second year of ministry. 
 
The first public worship event in the Southern Tier was held on 
Saturday, September 14, 1996, The Feast of the Triumph Of 
The Cross.  September 14, 2025, was the twenty-ninth 
anniversary of the first worship event.  We are in our 30th year 
of ministry in the Southern Tier. 
 
Sunday, June 1, 2025, was the twenty-second anniversary of 
the opening of the Elmira Chapel.  We are in our 23rd year at 
380 W. First Street, Elmira, NY. 

 
Colby Dense: Let's do this!  We begin to worship God in the beauty of 
holiness, spirit, and truth. (Psalm 96:9; John 4:23-24) 
ALL: Together, we give God thanks and praise. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/26/health/trump-us-world-aids-day.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/26/health/trump-us-world-aids-day.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/26/health/trump-us-world-aids-day.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/26/health/trump-us-world-aids-day.html
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2025/11/27/world-aids-day-us/9851764258316/
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2025/11/27/world-aids-day-us/9851764258316/
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Colby Dense: Our first song today is Jesus, Come to Us.  Words and Music by 
David Haas.  It is in the Glory and Praise Book, number 304.  The music is in 
the electronic Music Edition, the words are below.  Please rise as you are able 
for our first song, Jesus, Come to us.   
 

FIRST SONG:  TEXT ONLY 
G&P 304   Jesus, Come to Us.  Words and music by David Haas. 
Refrain: Jesus, come to us, lead us to your light. 
Jesus, be with us, for we need you. 
 
Verse 1: Lord, we come before you, listen to our prayer. 
Fill us all with hope and your love. 
 
Refrain: Jesus, come to us, lead us to your light. 
Jesus, be with us, for we need you. 
 
Verse 2: Lord, we come to praise you for your faithfulness through 
night.  You will be with us, this we know. 
 
Refrain: Jesus, come to us, lead us to your light. 
Jesus, be with us, for we need you. 
 
Verse 3: Lord, you give us wonders, your glory to all. 
We believe in you, come to us. 
 
Refrain: Jesus, come to us, lead us to your light. 
Jesus, be with us, for we need you. 
 

G&P 304   Jesus, Come to Us.  Words and music by David Haas.  © 1981, 

1982, Oregon Catholic Press Onelicense Song #80428 Glory & Praise Second Edition #304  All rights 
reserved.  Used with Onelicense Print Permission and Streaming License A-741278.  

Lisa Frost:  Please be seated for + The Advent Wreath Week 1 – the 



8 

11-30-25 Advent wk I, Hope, World AIDS Day Remembrance.  Year A Page 8 of 50  

 

candle of Hope with the World AIDS Day Ribbon displayed. 

  
 

Lisa Frost: Today, we begin the season of Advent, the beginning of a new 
year in the Church.  We start over in the cycle of Sunday Scripture 
readings, listening anew to the living Word of God.  This season is a time 
of renewal, fresh beginnings, of the ages-old, the present, and the future. 
 
ALL: Advent is also a season of longing, filled with expectation, 
excited by hope, sprinkled with potential and promise. 
 
Lisa Frost: The Advent Wreath is a symbol that teaches us several 
Doctrines.  The evergreen on the wreath reminds us of the eternal 
promises of God's sustaining grace.  God is faithful and will fulfill every 
promise made in Scripture.  There is also the Yule Log tradition, in which 
the solid log symbolizes the strength of the promises and may be 
decorated with pine boughs.  Adding four candles reminds us of our place 
in time as we move forward in God's plan.  Each candle has a name and a 
theme.   
 

Ian McLaughlin: The first candle is purple and named for Hope.  
Titus 2:13 reads in part, we are "looking for the blessed hope and 
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ" (NKJV).  

Every day in the Church, we are looking for the Blessed Hope, the 
imminent, any moment return of Our Lord Jesus in the air to call all 
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believing living people at that moment, and those who are already in 
Paradise to receive resurrection bodies and rise to meet Christ in the 
air. (verses for your further study: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, and 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, 

Matthew 24:40-41, and Matthew 24;29-31)  We will then return to Paradise with 
Him for the Marriage Feast of the Lamb and the Crowning Day of 
Christ.  On the first candle, we also place the Red AIDS Ribbon for 
World AIDS Day.   
 
The second candle, looking back toward the window corner, is also 
purple and named for Peace.  During the second week, we will 
contrast the peace of the world with the Peace of Christ and pray for 
world peace.  
 
The third candle, looking to the left back toward the main window, is 
rose color and is for Joy, and it is when we shall celebrate Pride in 
the Winter, Gaudete Sunday.  We will party, share a banquet, and 
exchange gifts. 
 
The fourth candle, facing front left, is purple and named for Love.  On 
the 4th Sunday, we will celebrate Holy Mother Mary and all Holy 
Women of Faith for a Reverend Mother's and Women's Day in the 
Winter. 
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Kaiden Benedict: Please take a moment to look at the AIDS NAMES 
Memorial display board on the wall.  Members of our Congregation made 
this posting board between 1983 and 1986 to honor the memory of friends 
and lovers who died of HIV and AIDS.  The Red Ribbon was formally 
adopted as the AIDS Ribbon in 1991 by the Visual AIDS Artists' Caucus to 
be a symbol of compassion for people living with AIDS, their families, and 
their caregivers.  It is interesting to look closely at the pieces of paper on 
the board, because many of the names are written in pencil.  The names 
of some of the Ray Of Hope Church Founders are on this board and are 
the original posting papers.  Glenn Rathbun and Wayne Harris lovingly 
restored the board for rededication in 2024.   
 
Wayne, Glenn, and Aunt Ruth had a cake made today in honor of Daniel 
Patrick Christofaro, Kaiden's Brother-in-law, who passed away from AIDS 
in 1991.  We celebrate the glorious power of Christ, Our Lord, who will 
bring Him in the Blessed Hope, all those who suffered persecution and 
rejection by the churches and societies for having HIV and AIDS.  Christ 
Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life today and forever. 

https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2025/11/27/world-aids-day-us/9851764258316/
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Christina McLaughlin: According to the United Nations AIDS program, 
UNAIDS, 91.4 million persons have become infected with HIV since the 
start of the epidemic.  Additionally,  44.1 million people have died from 
AIDS-related illnesses since the epidemic started.  (Source: 
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/fact-sheet ) 
 

Copyright:   The ribbon has never been copyrighted in the United States, to allow it to be 
worn and used widely as a symbol in the fight against AIDS.  In creating the Ribbon Project, the 
Visual AIDS Artists' Caucus believed it was important to: 

1. Remain anonymous as individuals and to credit the Visual AIDS Artists Caucus as a whole in the 
creation of the Red Ribbon Project, and not to list any individual as the "creator" of the Red Ribbon 
Project. 

2. Keep the image copyright free, so that no individual or organization would profit from the use of the 
red ribbon. 

3. Use the Red Ribbon as a consciousness-raising symbol, not as a commercial or trademark tool. 

 
 
Veronica Floyd: At this time, we will bless our Advent Wreath or Advent 
Yule Log and rededicate the Memorial board with Holy Water.  Please pick 
up the container with the water or touch it and pray silently as I pray out 
loud.  (please pause)  Dear God, we dedicate this water to you and ask 
you to make it Holy, setting it apart as an instrument of your blessings.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus.    ALL:  Amen. 
 
Veronica Floyd: We pray aloud together now: 
 
ALL: O Loving and Gracious God, we ask your Holy Spirit to bless 
these Advent decorations, bless this Memorial board, bless this holy 
season, and bless us as we begin anew our journey with You.  We 
dedicate ourselves and these next four weeks of Advent to You.  We 

https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/fact-sheet
https://visualaids.org/projects/the-red-ribbon-project#:~:text=In%201991%2C%20a%20group%20of,pin%20ribbons%20for%20national%20distribution.
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ask you to speak to us, guide us, and impassion our hearts with your 
Divine Love.  We ask this in the Name of (*+*) God, the Christ, and the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Lisa Frost: At this time, we light the first candle.  Please do show it on 
your camera if you can.  Thank you.  (wait)   
 
Lisa Frost: Thank you.  You may set your candles down.  So, as we sing 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel, in just a moment, keep in mind all those 
who have gone before us, especially those who died of AIDS, and 
everyone who has entered the divine protection of Christ, who is Lord of 
the living and the Dead (Romans 14:9).  When Emmanuel comes to take 
us home, they also will come with Him.  Together we sing the first two 
verses of O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, that mourns 
in lonely exile here until the Word of God appear. 
 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
O come, O Wisdom from on high, Who ordered all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go. 
 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
Amen.  Alleluia 

Hymn:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  Text: LM with 

refrain; 'O' Antiphons, Latin, 9th cent; verses: 1, 3-6, para.  In 
Psalterolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Cologne, 1710; tr. by John Mason 
Neale, 1818-1866; verses 2, 7, tr. fr.  Hymnal, 1940, alt. Music: VENI, 
VENI, EMMANUEL,  Processionale, 15th cent.  French: adapt.  by 
Thomas Helmore, 1811-1890; Chant, Mode I.  Public Domain.  Glory & 
Praise Second Edition #293 Onelicense Song #84028.  Used with Print 
Permission and Streaming License A-74127. 

Lisa Frost: Together, we begin our Advent journey in the year 2025. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 
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WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS 
 

+ Confession and Forgiveness of our sins. 
 

Ed Askins: Please be seated.  (wait)  So far, we assembled, greeted one 
another, and praised God in song.  Now, Ray Of Hope Church provides 
another service: Christ forgiving our sins through the powerful ministry of 
the Holy Spirit.   
 
Ed Askins: Hear the Word of God in First John, Chapter One, verses 
eight and nine:  "

8 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
9 
If we confess our sins, Jesus, who is present, 

faithful, and just, will forgive and cleanse us from all unrighteousness."  
(Source: https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=i+John+1%3A8-10&version=NRSVUE  
Scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition.  Copyright © 
2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  See 
notice above announcements in this bulletin.) (modified for clarity by Br. Benedict) 

 
Ed Askins: Trusting in the promise of these words, in silent prayer, 
consider our relationships with God and others.  Then, confess faults, sins, 
and failures to Christ, who will forgive us immediately. 
(silent prayer) 
 
Ed Askins:  We pray together: 
 
ALL:  I confess to Almighty God, and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have sinned through my own fault in my thoughts and in my 
words, in what I have done, and in what I have failed to do.  I declare 
in the midst of this assembly of believers that I am truly sorry for 
having offended anyone, and God, in any way.  Therefore, I ask you, 
my brothers and sisters, all the angels and the saints, to forgive me 
and pray for me to the Lord our God. 

 
Marcus:  
Loving God, to you a thousand years are like yesterday, come and gone.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=i+John+1%3A8-10&version=NRSVUE
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You have shown us that life goes beyond our physical death, to our certain 
resurrection in a new body like the risen Christ.  That we would see 
beyond the grave, Lord, have mercy.  
ALL: Lord, have mercy.  
 
Marcus: Christ Jesus, you continue to provide the church on earth with 
the Bread of Life, the Living Waters of Baptism, and the constant gifts of 
your presence in the Word, the Holy Scriptures.  Christ, have mercy.  
ALL: Christ, have mercy.  
 
Marcus: Holy Spirit, you give us wisdom and understanding, you continue 
to pour out faith, hope, and love within our hearts.  As we begin a new 
reading of the three-year Sunday reading schedule, help us appreciate the 
tremendous gift of an organized presentation and study of your Word.  
Lord, have mercy.  
ALL: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Marcus: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the World; have mercy 
on us. 
ALL: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the World, grant us 
peace. 
 
Marcus:  The Lord has heard our confession and has granted forgiveness, 
and so we declare together: 
ALL:  The faith community of Ray Of Hope Church openly declares 
the forgiveness of all your confessed sins in the Name of Jesus 
Christ.  He forgives you, we forgive you, and God rejoices over your 
restoration in Christ.  Amen. 
 
Christina McLaughlin: The Church now provides the service of praising 
God together in thanksgiving.  Please rise as you are able as we sing "The 
Gloria."   
WORDS ONLY HERE.  MUSIC  SCROLL  DOWN 
 
"The Gloria"   
From "Music for Worship"  
© Words and Music: Gaude!  Liturgical Arts 7/25/19 - 1/21/24 Br. Shawn F. 
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Benedict, O.S.B.   Dedication: Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Inc. 40th Anniversary. 
 
Refrain: 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to all people on earth. 
Glory to God in the highest. 
We give you thanks and praise.  Alleluia! 
We give you thanks and praise. 
 
Verse 1: 
You are the One God,  
Sovereign of the Universe, 
Only Holy God, we worship You, 
we give You thanks,  
we praise You for Your great glory! 
 
Refrain: 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to all people on earth. 
Glory to God in the highest. 
We give you thanks and praise.  Alleluia! 
We give you thanks and praise. 
 
Verse 2: 
Lord, Jesus Christ; 
The Only Begotten Son of God 
You are Lord God, Lamb of God,  
You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us; 
You are seated at the right hand of God; 
receive our prayer. 
 
Refrain: 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to all people on earth. 
Glory to God in the highest. 
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We give you thanks and praise.  Alleluia! 
We give you thanks and praise. 
 
Verse 3: 
For You alone are the Holy One. 
You alone are the Lord of all, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
With the Holy Spirit in the Glory of God. 
In the Holy Spirit, in the Holy unity of God. 
 
Refrain: 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to all people on earth. 
Glory to God in the highest. 
We give you thanks and praise.  Alleluia! 
We give you thanks and praise. 
 
Verse 4: 
Amen; We give you thanks and praise. 
Amen; We give you thanks and praise. 
Amen; We give you thanks and praise. 
Amen. 
From "Music for Worship"  © Words and Music: Gaude!  Liturgical Arts 
7/25/19 - 1/21/24 Br. Shawn F. Benedict, O.S.B.  
  Dedication: Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Inc. 
40th Anniversary. 
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Christina McLaughlin:  Please remain standing for the opening 
prayer. 

    + Opening Prayer 
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Christina McLaughlin:  The Lord is with you. 
ALL:  And also with you. 
Christina McLaughlin:  Together, we lift up our hearts. 
ALL:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Christina McLaughlin:  We make this exhortation together: 
 
ALL:  Let us keep the Scriptures in mind and meditate upon them day 
and night, persevering in prayer, always on the watch.  Let us beg the  
Lord to give us real knowledge of what we read and to show us not only 
how to understand it but how to put it into practice, so that we may 
deserve to obtain spiritual grace, enlightened by the law of the Holy 
Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose power and glory will 
endure throughout the ages.  Amen 
 
Christina McLaughlin: Saint Origen, who lived from 185 – 254 A.D., wrote 
this prayer.  His prayer is our prayer on this day.  Please be seated.  The 
next service the church provides is the public reading of the Holy Scriptures, 
accompanied by prayers and an explanation of the readings.  Be attentive 
and listen with all your heart, soul, and mind as we open the Word of God.   

 

 
 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD OF GOD  
 

+ First Reading 

Veronica Floyd:  (Introduction only if needed.)  Hello.  My name is 
_____________ and I am in the City of  ______ in the State of ______.   
 

The first reading is in the Book of Isaiah, Chapter 2, verses one through five on 
page 631 in the front, the first testament of the ©1989 NRSV Bible.  I will be 
reading from the ©2007 Inclusive Bible.  Here begins the reading: 
 

2 :1
 This is what Isaiah ben-Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:  

2
 In the last days, the mountain of YHWH's Temple 

will be established as the most important mountain 
and raised above all other hills— 
all nations will stream toward it.  
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3
 Many people will come and say: 

"Come, let us climb YHWH's mountain 
to the Temple of the God of Jacob, 
that we may be instructed in God's ways 
and walk in God's paths."  
Instruction will be given from Zion 
and the word of YHWH from Jerusalem.  
4
 God will judge between the nations 

and render decisions for many countries. 
They will beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 
one nation will not raise the sword against another, 
and never again will they train for war.  
5
 O house of Leah and Rachel and Jacob, come, 

let us walk in the light of YHWH! 
 
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

 
(Isaiah 2:1-5.  Priests for Equality.  The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation (p. 218 
location 14363) Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Kindle Edition.  The Inclusive Bible: The First 
Egalitarian Translation  Page 222.  Copyright © 2007 by Priests for Equality.  Rowman & Littlefield 
Publishers.  To Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Inc., September 4, 2024.  Please 
accept this correspondence as authorization and permission to use the cited material at no charge.  
Please do use appropriate citation and referencing protocols. The Rights & Permissions Team, Globe 
Pequot International Sales, Marketing & Rights, Part of the Globe Pequot Publishing Group 
Representing the Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, now part of Bloomsbury.) 

 

+ Psalm  

 
Wayne Harris:  (Introduction only if needed.)  Hello.  My name is 
_____________ and I am in the City of  ______ in the State of ______.   
 
The Psalm today is 122, verses 1-9.  Our response is; "Come, let us go 
rejoicing to the Lord's house."  
 

R: Come, let us go rejoicing to the Lord's house. 
1
 I rejoiced when I heard them say: 

"Let us go to God's house." 
2
 And now our feet are standing 
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within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 

R: Come, let us go rejoicing to the Lord's house. 
3
 Jerusalem is built as a city 

strongly compact. 
4
 It is there that the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the LORD. 
 

R: Come, let us go rejoicing to the Lord's house. 
For Israel's law it is, 
there to praise the LORD's name. 
5
 There were set the thrones of judgement 

of the house of David. 
 

R: Come, let us go rejoicing to the Lord's house. 
6
 For the peace of Jerusalem pray: 

"Peace be to your homes! 
7
 May peace reign in your walls, 

in your palaces, peace!" 
 

R: Come, let us go rejoicing to the Lord's house. 
8
 For love of my family and friends 

I say: "Peace upon you." 
9
 For love of the house of the LORD 

I will ask for your good. 
 

R: Come, let us go rejoicing to the Lord's house. 
Give praise to the Living God. 
To God's Son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 
To the Spirit who reigns in our hearts. 
Both now, and forever.  Amen. 

Psalm 122 (Inclusive language - 1993) ©1963, 1986, 1993 Psalm (121) 122 The Grail 
(England).  Onelicense Song #50032 All rights reserved.  Published through exclusive 
license agreement by G. I. A. Publications, Inc. Used with Onelicense Print 
Permission and Streaming License A-741278.  Doxology by Br. Shawn Benedict. 
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+ Second Reading 
 Katrina Lourdiane:  (Introduction only if needed.)  Hello.  My name is 
_____________ and I am in the City of  ______ in the State of ______.   
 
Our second reading is the Letter to the Romans, chapter 13, verses eleven 
through fourteen, on page 162 in the back, the second testament of the ©1989 
NRSV Bible.  The response reading that follows this one will be a continuation 
of this chapter.  I will be reading from the ©2007 Inclusive Bible.  Here begins 
the reading: 
 

11
 Besides, you know the time in which we are living.  lt is now the hour for 

you to wake from sleep, for our salvation is closer than when we first 
accepted the faith.  

12
 The night is far spent; the day draws near.  So let us 

cast off deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  
13

 Let us live 
honorably as in daylight, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual 
excess and lust, not in quarreling and jealousy.  

14
 Rather, clothe 

yourselves with our Savior Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 
desires of the night. 
 

Katrina Lourdiane:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
 

(Romans 13:11-14.  Priests for Equality.  The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation (p. 738 
location 46017) Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Kindle Edition.  The Inclusive Bible: The First 
Egalitarian Translation  Page 742.  Copyright © 2007 by Priests for Equality.  Rowman & Littlefield 
Publishers.  To Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Inc., September 4, 2024.  Please 
accept this correspondence as authorization and permission to use the cited material at no charge.  
Please do use appropriate citation and referencing protocols. The Rights & Permissions Team, Globe 
Pequot International Sales, Marketing & Rights, Part of the Globe Pequot Publishing Group 
Representing the Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, now part of Bloomsbury.) 

 
+  The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
 
 Pastor: We sing an acclamation before and one after  
 the reading of the Gospel.  Please rise as you are able to sing and    
pray together the Gospel Acclamation.  

 

Gospel Acclamation:   
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The Gospel reading is on page 27 in the back of the ©1989 NRSV Bible.  I will 
read it in The Inclusive Bible, published in ©2007.  The reading is the Gospel of 
Matthew, chapter 24, verses 36-44.  
 

Brother: Truly present among us, the Lord is with you. 
 ALL: And also with you. 
 
Brother: A reading of the Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
 ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.  May the Word of God be  
  in our  (+) minds that we will understand it,  
  on our (+) lips that we will speak it, and   
  in our  (+) hearts that we will love it. 

Brother:  Jesus is on the cross when this reading takes place.   
 

36
 "No one knows that day and that hour—not the angels of heaven, 

nor even the Only Begotten—only Abba God.  
37

 "The coming of the 
Promised One will be just like Noah's time.  

38
 In the days before the 

flood, people were eating and drinking, having relationships and 
getting married, right up to the day Noah entered the ark.  

39
 They 

were totally unconcerned until the flood came and destroyed them.  
So it will be at the coming of the Promised One.  

40
 Two people will be 
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out in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.  
41

 Two people 
will be grinding meal; one will be taken and one will be left.  

42
 

Therefore be vigilant!  For you don't know the day your Savior is 
coming.  

43
 "Be sure of this: if the owner of the house had known 

when the thief was coming, the owner would have kept a watchful 
eye and not allowed the house to be broken into.  

44
 You must be 

prepared in the same way.  The Promised One is coming at the time 
you least expect. 
 
Brother: This is the Gospel of the Lord! 

 ALL:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

(Matthew 24:36-44.  Priests for Equality.  The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation (p. 656 location 
41012) Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Kindle Edition.  The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation  
Pages 660.  Copyright © 2007 by Priests for Equality.  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers.  To Ray Of Hope Church Of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, Inc., September 4, 2024.  Please accept this correspondence as authorization and 
permission to use the cited material at no charge.  Please do use appropriate citation and referencing protocols. The 
Rights & Permissions Team, Globe Pequot International Sales, Marketing & Rights, Part of the Globe Pequot 
Publishing Group Representing the Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, now part of Bloomsbury.) 
 
 

 
 

+ Sermon 
———————————————————— 
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But by the grace of God I am what I am, and God's grace toward me has not been in vain. 

1 Cor. 15:10 

2 Corinthians 4:5-6 5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord 
and ourselves as your slaves (workers, servants, assistants) for Jesus's sake. 6 For it is the 
God who said, "Light will shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  (NRSVUE) 

 
RED for Martyrs; dry martyr, wet martyr.  People feel crushed under the weight of massive firings across the United 
States, a result of the new President and his Administration.  **Good news: Federal Judges ordered the Executive 

Administration to reinstate all Federal Employees who have been fired since the start of this Administration.  
(Source: https://www.cnn.com/2025/03/13/politics/judge-opm-probationary-employees-fired-hearing/index.html) 
 
 
 

======================SERMON NOTES:  Ian McLaughlin=================== 

Sermon notes 11/30/2025 
Romans 8:18-30 

Romans 8:18-30 

New King James Version 

From Suffering to Glory 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in 
us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits 
for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was 
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who 
subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself also will be 
delivered from the bondage of [a]corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that the 
whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until 
now. 23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting 
for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For we were 
saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why 
does one still hope for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance. 

https://www.cnn.com/2025/03/13/politics/judge-opm-probationary-employees-fired-hearing/index.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208%3A18-30&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28138a
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26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses.  For we do 
not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
Himself makes intercession [g]for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows 
what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession 
for the saints according to the will of God. 
28 And we know that all things work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are the called according 
to His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom 
He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He 
also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

Footnotes:[g] Romans 8:26 NU omits for us 

(Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 

by Thomas Nelson.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved.) 
 
Hope, Faith, and Acceptance.  What we can learn about ourselves when faced 
with tragedy or adversity helps us to grow in our faith. 
 
In a season full of happy celebrations and religious history, it's okay if you're 
also emotional or sad sometimes.  Through strong faith and a solid 
reinforcement of Scripture, the Holy Spirit can carry us through 
 
1 Hope 
2 Faith 
3 Acceptance 
 
 

 
*)- CONTINUING REVELATION * * * Keeping Watch* * * On Sunday, January 19, 

2024, I wrote the following in the bulletin.   Finally, a hopeful thought to close with: on 

Friday, January 17, 2025, President Biden announced the Equal Rights Amendment 

to the Constitution is the law of the land because all of the required votes of the States 

have been received.  The American Bar Association agrees that all requirements have 

been met.   The National Archivist, Colleen Shogan, only has to certify and publish the 

28th Amendment.  (Source:https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2025/01/17/statement-

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208&version=NKJV#en-NKJV-28143
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2025/01/17/statement-from-president-joe-biden-on-the-equal-rights-amendment/#:~:text=The%20American%20Bar%20Association%20
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from-president-joe-biden-on-the-equal-rights-

amendment/#:~:text=The%20American%20Bar%20Association%20(ABA,Constitution%20as%20the%2028th%20Amendment.)    

NPR story on the ERA https://www.npr.org/2025/01/17/nx-s1-5264378/biden-era-

national-archivist-constitution   

================================================================================== 

*****OPEN  MICROPHONE ******* 

================================================================ 

  

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S WORD 
 

Brother: PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brother:     Worship is our primary activity as a church.  We are grateful to all the people 
who have given their help and assistance over the last forty-one years of ministry, making it 
possible for Ray Of Hope to be here in 2025.  Thank you to everyone who has contributed 
with your gifts, "seen and unseen."  Your giving has been exemplary and extraordinary; 
may God bless you. 
 

We are an independent organization founded and funded by anyone who appreciates what 
we offer.  Your support is one way to express gratitude to God for this unique ministry that 
serves all people.  There are many convenient ways to participate with your donation, 

including this QR Code , this link in the bulletin: Donate to Ray Of Hope Church 
Of Our Lord Jesus Christ; other live links on our website, the envelopes, and the donation 
box next to the door, which is always available in the Chapel.  Checks sent in the mail are 
also accepted.  Right-Click Here for our contact information, including our street address.  
We always say, "Give what you can, but never give your last." 

 

 

 
(Visit our moving 

prayers page, 
Right Click Here.) 

https://www.npr.org/2025/01/17/nx-s1-5264378/biden-era-national-archivist-constitution
https://www.npr.org/2025/01/17/nx-s1-5264378/biden-era-national-archivist-constitution
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=3DWHTJ7KUX5DE
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=3DWHTJ7KUX5DE
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Contact.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/prayers.htm
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Katrina Lourdine: As we set the Table of the Lord here in the chapel and in 

your homes, we are going to sing: "Holy And Anointed One."  The music is 

available in the electronic Music Edition, and the words are printed below.   

Please sing along as we set the Table of the Lord. 

OFFERTORY SONG: 

WORDS ONLY 

Holy And Anointed One.  Words and Music by John Barnett 
 
Verse 1 
Jesus, Jesus. 
Holy and Anointed One, 
Jesus. 
 
Verse 2 
Jesus, Jesus. 
Risen and Exalted One, 
Jesus. 
 
Chorus 
Your name is like honey on my lips. 
Your Spirit like water to my soul. 
Your Word is a lamp unto my feet. 
Jesus, I love You, I love You. 
 
Ending 
Jesus, Jesus. 

 
Holy and Anointed One.  Words and Music by John Barnett.  © 1988 Mercy / Vineyard 
Publishing, Administrators - Integrity Music.  CCLI Song #164361  Used with permission by our 

Christian Copyright License Incorporated License Number 706121, and  Christian Copyright License Incorporated Streaming 
Plus License 21787152.   

 
Ed Askins: (**You may improvise a prayer or use this one.)  God, we bless you 
and praise you for all the gifts we have received to support this  
ministry.  We thank you for those who can give financially and with their skills, 
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prayers, talents, and other forms of support.  We bless you for those who could 
not give at this time and pray that all their needs will be met.  We dedicate all 
this to the Name of Jesus, Amen.  Please rise as you are able to sing and pray 
the conclusion of the Service of the Word with the Doxology. 
 

 (We sing The Doxology here.) 
 

ALL: Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God, all 
creatures here below.  Praise God above ye heavenly hosts. 
Praise God the Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

 

WE CELEBRATE THE SACRED MEAL OF CHRIST 

 

Brother: Blessed are you, Lord, God of all Creation.  Through your 
goodness, we have this Bread, which the Earth has given us, and human 
hands have lovingly made.  Now, through the powerful ministry of the Holy 
Spirit, this Bread will become for us the Bread From Heaven (Exodus 16:2, Psalm 

78:24, John 6:32, 41,50,58), the Bread of the Angels (Psalm 78:25), the Bread of God 
(John 6:33), the Living Bread (John 6:51), the Bread Of Life (John 6:35, 48, 58), the 
Bread of the New Covenant (John 6:32, 49, 50,51, 58), the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist, the very Body Of Christ (John 6:52-56, 1Corinthians 10:16). 
ALL: Blessed be God forever.   

 

Kaiden Rae Benedict: Please set down your Bread.   For those at home, 
please pour your wine or grape juice into your cups if you haven't already.  
Then, add a small amount of water to the cup.  With this water, we 
remember that Jesus is human.  With this fruit of the vine, we remember 
He is divine forever. 
 
Brother: Now, please lift your cup with me as I pray this prayer.   
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all Creation.  Through your goodness, we 
have this fruit of the vine, which the Earth has given us and human hands 
have lovingly made.  Now, through the powerful ministry of the Holy Spirit, 
this fruit of the vine will become for us the Cup of Our Salvation (Psalm 116:13), 
the Cup of Everlasting Life (John 6:54-57), the Cup of the New Covenant 
(Matthew 26:28, Luke 22:20, 1 Corinthians 11:25), the very Blood Of Christ (John 6:54-56; 
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1Corinthians 10:16). 
ALL:  Blessed be God forever. 
 
Kaiden Rae Benedict:  Please set down your cup. 

 

 
Brother: Truly present and risen among us; SAINTS, the Lord is with you! 
ALL: And also with you! 

 
Brother:    As His Body, we lift up our hearts! 
ALL: We lift them up to the Lord! 

 
Brother:  As His Church, we give thanks to the Lord, our God! 
ALL: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Brother: (An improvised prayer is said here.) 

May our prayers be one with all the fabulous Faithful from every 
time and place as we sing our song and join their unending 
prayers and hymns. 
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+ We Invoke the Blessing Of The Holy Spirit  **Epiclesis** 
 

Ian McLaughlin: At Ray Of Hope Church, we pray together and ask 
the Holy Spirit to give us the same gifts Jesus gave when He instituted 
Holy Communion for His Church.  This prayer, which asks for the Holy 
Spirit's action, is called an Epiclesis prayer.  We invite you to extend 
your hands forward over the Bread and fruit of the vine, or extend your 
arms out with palms turned up in prayer, and pray the Invocation of 
the Holy Spirit together. 

 
ALL: O God, in the Name of Jesus, we, your faithful 

people, ask your Only One and Holy Spirit to bless and separate 
this Bread and fruit of the vine for Christ's purpose.  Through the 
powerful ministry of the Holy Spirit, give to us the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ in precisely the exact same manner that He 
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gave them, and commissioned us to do often in His Holy Name.  
You alone, O Loving, True God, authenticate for us that this is the 
Messiah, Christ, New Covenant Meal that Jesus instituted for our 
physical and spiritual well-being.  We ask this in the Name of 
Jesus.  Amen 

 
Kaiden Rae Benedict: You may relax your arms and hands.  Lisa, 
would you please show the Bread today, and Marcus, please show the 
cup.  Today we pray together in song the words of Institution. 

+ The Words Of The Institution Of The Holy Eucharist 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION SONG:  Remember Me.  Words and Music by Gerrit 

Gustafson and Martin J. Nystrom © 1991 Integrity's Hosanna!  Music.  c/o Integrity Music, Inc., P.O. Box 
16813, Mobile, AL, 36695.  All rights reserved.  International copyright secured.  CCLI Song # 451177 
Used with permission through our Christian Copyright License Incorporated License Number 706121 and 
Christian Copyright License Incorporated Streaming Plus License 21787152. 

 
+ The Lord's Prayer 

 

Colby Dense:   Having heard the Word of God and remembering the 
sacrifice of the Cross, we invite everyone to pray together the prayer of 
Jesus. 

 
ALL: Our Father, who Art in Heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on Earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily 
Bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen 
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The Reception of Holy Communion 
 

Brother:  Please raise the Blessed Sacrament as a sign of praise and 
pray together: 

 
ALL:  Behold the Lamb of God.  Behold the Christ truly present in 
the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation.  Behold Him who said 

whoever eats of this Bread and drinks of this cup, though they die, 

they shall live forever, and I will raise them up on the last day. 

 

Kaiden Rae Benedict:  Blessed are those who come to this table; 
everyone is welcome. 

 

ALL:  Lord, you make me worthy to receive you, and by your Word, 
I am healed.  It is through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, that all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 

God, forever and ever. 
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Ian McLaughlin:   Please open your kit and receive Holy Communion 
now.  Receive now the Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, the Gift of God for the People of God.  Receive these gifts of 
love to strengthen your resolve to serve others and God and to fortify 
your Salvation.  I assure you, by the promises of Christ, that anyone 
who receives this Holy Communion today will indeed receive 
sanctification and healing in mind, body, soul, and spirit, and will be 
raised by Christ to new life and live forever. 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 

PRIVATE PRAYER FOR A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION. 
 

Veronica Floyd:  We understand that some of you 
watching may not have access to the actual Holy 
Communion Bread and Wine.  We invite you to pray for 
a Spiritual reception of Holy Communion, based on a 
prayer in the Prayer Book at the Episcopal National 
Cathedral.  This prayer assures all the benefits and 
blessings of a physical reception.  Together; 

 
Oh, My Jesus, I believe you are truly present in the 
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  I love you above all 
things and welcome you into my soul.  Since I cannot 
now receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and 
Blood, come spiritually into my heart.  Cleanse and 
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let 
me never be separated from you.  May I live in you, 
and you in me, in this life and the life to come.  Amen. 
Spiritual Communion Prayer from the Episcopal National Cathedral Prayer Book. 
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at 
that moment.  Still, circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion. 

 

+ Sign Of Peace 
 
Colby Dense: The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ is with you. 

ALL: And also with you. 

 

Colby Dense: Please take a moment to share a sign of Peace with 
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those around you. **During COVID, we wave across the room and into 
the camera for the Internet. 

 

Kaiden Benedict: Now, we clean our tables and altars.  Please be sure 
all of the crumbs are in your cup.  Add some water and swirl it around 
inside the cup.  Drink the water.  Dry the cup with the side napkin. 
Clear your worship table and altar. 
 
 

Katrina Lourdiane: We continue our prayers now by singing together: 
"Goodness Of God."  The music is in the electronic Music Edition.  Please rise 
as you are able to sing Worthy Is The Lamb. 
 
COMMUNION SONG:  WORDS ONLY 

Goodness Of God   Words and Music by Jenn Johnson, Ed Cash, 
Jason Ingram, Ben Fielding, and Brian Johnson. 

 
Verse 1 
I love You Lord 
Oh Your mercy never fails me 
All my days 
I've been held in Your hands 
From the moment that I wake up 
Until I lay my head 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
 
Chorus 
All my life You have been faithful 
All my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
 
Verse 2 
I love Your voice 
You have led me through the fire 
In darkest night 
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You are close like no other 
I've known You as a father 
I've known You as a friend 
I have lived in the goodness of God 
 
Bridge 
Your goodness is running after 
It's running after me 
Your goodness is running after 
It's running after me 
With my life laid down 
I'm surrendered now 
I give You everything 
Your goodness is running after 
It's running after me 

 
Goodness Of God.  Words and Music by Jenn Johnson, Ed Cash, Jason Ingram, Ben 

Fielding, and Brian Johnson. 
© 2018 Capitol CMG Paragon; Fellow Ships Music; So Essential Tunes; SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia; Bethel 

Music Publishing.  Administrators Bethel Music Publishing, Capitol CMG Publishing, Essential Music Publishing 

LLC, Hillsong Publishing, LLC   For use solely with the SongSelect®  CCLI Song #7117726.  Used with 

permission through our Christian Copyright License Incorporated License Number 706121 and Christian Copyright 
License Incorporated Streaming Plus License 21787152. 
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Treasurer's Report for the month of October 2025 

Thank you all for your many donations as we all strive to do the work that God has destined for us 
to complete at Ray of Hope. 

General Fund opening balance at the beginning of October was $530.44.  Regular donations to 
the General Fund were $3,023.58.  I transferred into this account from savings $250.00.   
Payments out of this account were:  Pastoral compensation of $2,060.00 Verizon $62.84, the self-
employment tax for the Appointed Pastor was paid in the amount of $250.00 for the 3rd quarter.  

All Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Inc. online presentations and accompanying bulletin 
programs are covered by our Onelicense Print Permission and Streaming License A-741278, our Christian 
Copyright License Incorporated License Number 706121, and  Christian Copyright License Incorporated 
Streaming Plus License 21787152.  Copyright credits and US Copyright Fair Use statements are found 

throughout the presented materials.  Every effort is being made to comply with all regulations.  Please 

contact us with questions, concerns, and suggestions to improve our copyright practices.  Thank you. 

 
NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION UPDATED EDITION (NRSVUE) 
Publisher: National Council of the Churches of Christ.  Copyright Information  "Scripture quotations are from  the New 
Revised Standard Version Updated Edition.  Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved worldwide.  Quotations or reprints more than five hundred 
(500) verses must be approved in writing by the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., 110 Maryland 
Ave., Suite 108, Washington, DC 20002. 
 
New Revised Standard Version – 1989  
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved worldwide.  Up to 500 
verses of the RSV or NRSV may be quoted in any form (written, visual, electronic or audio) without charge and without 

obtaining written permission…Quotations or reprints more than five hundred (500) verses must be approved in writing by the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., 110 Maryland Ave., Suite 108, Washington, DC 20002. 

 

New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. 
The text from the New King James Version® (NKJV®) may be quoted in any form (written, visual, electronic 
or audio), up to and inclusive of 500 verses or less without written permission, providing the verses quoted 
do not amount to a complete book of the Bible, nor do verses quoted account for 25% or more of the total 
text of the work in which they are quoted, and the verses are not being quoted in a commentary or other 
biblical reference work. For churches requesting to use a small selection of material for church bulletins, 
sermons or classroom use that falls within our “gratis use” guidelines, formal written permission is not 
necessary. Churches may use stand-alone quotations/scriptures in sermons, bulletins, newsletters, or 
projected in a worship setting without asking written permission provided the translation is correctly cited. 
This permission is contingent upon an appropriate copyright acknowledgment as follows: 
Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 

The Inclusive Bible.  Copyright © 2007 by Priests for Equality.  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. Kindle 
Edition. To Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Inc., September 4, 2024.  Please accept this 
correspondence as authorization and permission to use the cited material at no charge. Please do use 
appropriate citation and referencing protocols. The Rights & Permissions Team, Globe Pequot International 
Sales, Marketing & Rights, Part of the Globe Pequot Publishing Group Representing the Rowman & Littlefield 
Publishing Group, now part of Bloomsbury. 

 

 

 



40 

11-30-25 Advent wk I, Hope, World AIDS Day Remembrance.  Year A Page 40 of 50  

 

Larger bills monthly allotment was moved to savings in the amount of $153.00  and Paypal 
Charges were $23.33.  Self-Employment tax for the Appointed Pastor in the amount of $83.32 was 
moved to the Savings account towards the 4th quarter payment.  After these were paid the 
balance of this account at the end of the month was $1,171.53.  There were undeposited funds of 
$1.99 to this account for October.   

Building Fund opening balance was $1,004.71.  Deposits to the Building fund were as follows:  
Brother Shawn Benedict on 10/1 $648.00 and again on 10/31 $648.00 (which is his November 
donation), Ian and Christina McLaughlin $450.00.  I transferred in $675.00 from the Savings 
account.    Bills that came out of the fund this month was the Credit Card bill with Key Bank of 
$50.90, electric bill $400.00, gas bill $253.00, Liability Insurance $283.93, Reimbursement to Ed 
Askins for charges on my Lowes card for when Travis installed the back door $182.29 and Isaac's 
Plumbing and Heating $675.00 for the boiler maintenance bill.    I transferred $216.00 to Savings 
to cover the monthly allotment of large bills.  Ending balance of this fund was $1,364.59.  

Building Improvement Fund opening balance on this account was $914.36.  Deposits to this 
account were Kaiden Benedict $100.00, Lisa Frost $100.00 Wayne Harris and Glenn Rathburn 
$50.00.   The ending balance was $1,164.36.  There were undeposited funds to this account of 
$50.00 from Katrina Lourdiane. 

Savings (Council) Account opening balance in this account was $1,892.53.  Transfers to this 
account were $153.00 from General Fund for large bills and $216.00 from Building fund for large 
bills and $83.32 for the Appointed Pastor SE tax.  $250.00 was transferred to the General Fund for 
the self-employment tax and $675.00 to the Building fund both noted above in their respective 
paragraphs.    The balance at the end of the month was $1,419.85.  

Our year-to-date donations to 10/31/2025 are $42,853.49.  Our year-to-date expenses are 
$42,427.84.   On paper, this shows an income over expense of $425.65, but when you calculate in 
Brother's 10/31 deposit which is meant for November, that drops us to a negative $222.35. 

Upcoming bills:    In November I was able to pay a large amount on our electric bill.  We were 
under budget on our gas bill so there was nothing due there and our liability insurance is only 10 
months of the year, so we had a free month there.  Both of those regular allotments went towards 
the balance due on the electric bill.  I was able to talk with NYSEG today.  They were able to give 
me what our 2026 monthly budget amounts will be.  The electric will be $346.00 per month and 
the gas will be $345.00.  This is an increase of $162.00 per month in utility costs.  The new 
insurance renewal is in for the coming year.  That increased to $330.00 per month, which is an 
additional $46.00 per month.  At present, our monthly donations to the Building Fund are 
$1,098.00.  With these increased costs I have noted here our monthly basic operating expenses 
for the Building Fund are going to be approximately $1,327.00, a shortage of $229.00 a month.  
Our excess in the Building Fund will be gone by about  February or March.  So I am making it 
known that donations to the Building Fund are greatly needed.  We have an annual  bill coming 
from Cyrus our Internet hosting company for approximately $450.00 ( going by last years figures-
this will be paid from the General Fund Large Bills saved) Other items that need to be done before 
the end of November are 1 week of Pastor compensation for 11/30,  transfers for the large bills for 
General Fund $153.00, Building Fund $216.00, Rainah Barnes for 2 months of QR Code $70.00, 
Verizon $65.00 and also the Self-Employment tax of $83.34.  
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Credit Card 

The balance on the credit card is $2,173.48.  There is available credit of $1,826.52.  There were 
no extra payments made on the credit card due to upcoming building expenses. 

Bank Balances: 

The bank balances as of today, November 21, 2025 are:  General Fund $808.60, Building Fund 
$219.65, Building Improvement Fund $1,764.36 and the Savings Account is $1,249.85.  The 
breakdown for the saving account is as follows:  Self-Employment tax saved $83.32, Dishwasher 
$150.00, Building Fund Large Bills $274.53 and General Fund Large Bills, $742.00 
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NOTES OF THANKS TO EVERYONE FOR YOUR GENEROSITY GIVEN TO THE LORD THROUGH RAY 
OF HOPE 
General Offering for the week of November 2nd,  $575.00  Attendance 11 on Sunday   
Tuesday November 4, Bible Enrichment -  8, Wednesday, November 5, Mass - 7 
 
General Offering for the week of November 9th,  $570.00  Attendance 10 on Sunday   
Tuesday November 11, Bible Enrichment -  11, Wednesday, November 12, Mass - 11 
 
General Offering for the week of November 16th,  $100.50  Attendance 12 on Sunday   
Tuesday November 18, Bible Enrichment -  not held, Wednesday, November 19, Mass - 6 
 
General Offering for the week of November 23rd,  $1,259.16  Attendance 11 on Sunday   
Tuesday November 25, -7, Wednesday, November 26, Mass - 11 
 

  

 
DISHWASHER / APPLIANCE ROOM  NOVEMBER: (11-1-25 Katrina Lourdiane made a $50.00 donation) 
(11-16-25 Katrina Lourdiane made a $50.00 donation), (11-19-25 Wayne and Glenn made a $100.00,thank 
you both) 
 
Building Improvement Fund:  NOVEMBER FUNDS: 11-16-25 Dave Brown made a $50.00 donation, thank 
you Mr. Brown.    11-18-25 Deanna Caputo made a $400.00 to the Building Improvement Fund, thank you, 
Deanna.  11-26-25 Ian and Christina McLaughlin $1,000.00, thank you.  $50.00 Wayne and Glenn, thank 
you.   
 
THANK YOU, EVERYONE, for all the donations made to date on our building improvements.  We will sign 
for the new baseboard heating and the gas line for the appliance room and the audio room (both in the back 
of the building).  You are making change happen with your generosity.  CELEBRATE the 
accomplishments!!!!!!  Donations that cause change and growth are not always in cash; many thanks to 
everyone who donates time and talent, cooking, cleaning, transporting, calling, reminding, making copies, 
and so many other examples of donated help.  Thank you.  
 
Donations to the Building Improvements are still welcome as we have electricity, the water lines, insulation, 
drywall, dryer vent, and finishing to do.      
 
** Special Gifts made this week: Ian and Christina donated $450.000 to the Building Fund, Thank you 
both.  Ed donated $40.00 to the Building Fund, Thank you, Ed.  Marcus donated two wireless microphones, 
and some communion wine, Thank you, Marcus. 
 
  Donations are welcome at this time to help fill in the new gap $820.00 with rising cost of utilities. 
** Special Gifts made in addition to offering plate gifts made recently** NOVEMBER:  Katrina made a 
$50.00 special gift to offset the cost of the wine communion kits, thank you Katrina.    Wayne and Glenn 11/5 
$50.00, thank you both.     Ian and Christina made a $450.00 donation to the Building Fund, thank you both.  
Brother made a $648.00 donation to the Building Fund, thank you Brother.  Lisa made $100.00 to the 
Building Improvement Fund (see above),   
 
 
OCTOBER: Brother made a $648.00 donation to the Building Fund for October expenses, thank you 
Brother.  Kaiden made a $100.00 donation to the Building Improvement Fund, see above, thank you Kaiden. 
 
 
SEPTEMBER: Brother made a $648.00 to the Building Fund for September expenses.  Thank you Brother.  
Ian and Christina made a $450.00 to the Building Fund for September, thank you Ian and Christina. Thank 
you Kaiden for sidewalk & garden helping design and install the new Davis Street window display.  Thank 
you Wayne for assisting with rides for Brother while his truck was in the shop.  Thank you Ian for loaning us 
your car recently.  Kaiden Benedict made a $50.00 donation to the Building Improvement Fund, thank you, 
Kaiden.  $900.00 from Ian and Christina as donated to the Building Fund for July 1 and August 1, thank you.  
$710.00 from Brother was donated to the Building Fund on August 1, thank you.  A special thanks to 
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Thank you, Wayne and Glen, for the gift of the knee 
scooter.  This was really kind and thoughtful, and I thank 
you both. 

To be added to our email list, fill out the email information form at the hospitality table and 
place it in the offerings/donations box at the door.  Internet participants can email 
rayofhopechurch@aol.com and include "email list" in the subject line. 

 

 
Six Fire Extinguishers Recharged (every 6 years) 
$318.00 (Lisa Frost donated $100.00) $218.00 still available for donations 
   
One new fire extinguisher for the refurbished back exit 
$81.12 still available for donations 
 
One new fire extinguisher sign 
$6.16   (Katrina donated) 
 
4 Required Exit signs $51.73 each (Katrina purchased one; three are still 
available) 
Total: $206.92  $155.19 still available for donation 
 
One Motion sensor interior light fixture replacement and update  $31.33 
(Katrina donated) 
 
Fire exit replacement door with installation.  $600.00 from Ed applied. 
Total:  $1,176.29     $576.12 $100.00 applied from Kaiden 10-1-25 $476.00 still 
available for donation.  11/9/25 Wayne and Glenn 11/5 $50.00 applied.  
$426.00 still available for donations. 
 

 
    UPCOMING EVENTS ON OUR CALENDAR 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
11-19-    Michael Austin 
11-19-63 Veronica Floyd 

 

mailto:rayofhopechurch@aol.com
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 ** Set the list for the gift exchange **   Please advise Ed Askins @ 607-
346-4240  and email Ed @ eahpsins@gmail.com 
 
 

Sunday, November 30, 2025, 10:30 a.m.  Advent Week I - Hope, and World AIDS Day 
            (December 1) 

Tuesday, December 2, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Bible Enrichment - The Book of Revelation 
 Wednesday, December 3, 12:00 Noon ecumenical Mass 
 Thursday, December 4, 7:00 p.m. Chapel Assistance - purple and white 

 Friday, December 5,  7:30 p.m. *****Music Ministry Rehearsal***** 
 
Sunday, December 7, 2025, 10:30 a.m.  Advent Week II - Peace, Pearl Harbor Day. 

Tuesday, December 9, 7:15 - 8:45 p.m. Bible Enrichment - The Book of Revelation 
 Wednesday, December 10, 12:00 Noon ecumenical Mass 
 Thursday, December 11, 7:00 p.m. Chapel Assistance - pink and Hanukkah 

 Friday, December 12,  7:30 p.m. *****Music Ministry Rehearsal***** 
 
Sunday, December 14, 2025, 10:30 a.m.  Advent Week III - Joy, Gaudete Sunday,  
  Gaudete Party - Rose Pink Sunday - Pride Sunday in the Winter (parallel to  
  Pride Sunday in June on Father's Day, June 15, 2025).  DINNER and gift  
  exchange. 

 HANUKKAH NIGHT 1 5:00 p.m. - Dispensation of Innocence 
 
Monday, December 15.  HANUKKAH NIGHT 2 5:00 p.m. - Dispensation of 
Conscience 
Monday, December 15, Gary Davis celebrates the 33rd Anniversary of living clean at 
the NA Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Millerton Wesleyan Church, 5174 Main Street, Millerton, 
PA.  Everyone is invited.  (cake, pizza, chicken, lemonade, coffee, etc.) 
Monday, December 15, 7:00 p.m., Lisa will perform with the Twin Tiers Community 
Orchestra at the Event Center in the Arnot Mall. 
 
Tuesday, December 16.  HANUKKAH NIGHT 3  5:00 p.m. - Dispensation of 
Government 
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Tuesday, December 16, 7:15 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. Bible Enrichment - The Book of 
Revelation 
 

 Wednesday, December 17, 12:00 Noon ecumenical Mass 
Wednesday, December 17.  HANUKKAH NIGHT 4 5:00 p.m. - Dispensation of 
Promise 
  
Thursday, December 18.  HANUKKAH NIGHT 5 5:00 p.m. - Dispensation of Law 
Thursday, December 18, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Council 
 
Friday, December 19  HANUKKAH NIGHT 6 5:00 p.m. - Dispensation of Grace 

 Friday, December 19,  7:30 p.m. *****Music Ministry Rehearsal***** 
Saturday, December 20, 1:00 p.m. Chapel Assistance - purple and rainbow 
decorations on the tree 
 
Saturday, December 20 HANUKKAH NIGHT 7 5:00 p.m. -Dispensation of Kingdom 

  
Sunday, December 21, 2025, 10:30 a.m.  Advent Week, IV - Love, Reverend 
Mothers Day in the Winter, Mary, the Mother of the Eternal Word Incarnate, the 
Son of God. 
HANUKKAH NIGHT 8   5:00 p.m. - Dispensation of New Heavens and New Earth 
December 21, 2025, National Union of the Homeless meeting  

 
 

Friday, December 26, 7:00 p.m. Chapel Assistance - rainbow decorations on the tree, 
December 26  

Saturday, December 27, 2025, 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. NAACP Kwanzaa (lunch 
included) 
**Sunday, December 28, 2025, 10:30 a.m.  The Nativity of Our Lord, Jesus, born to 
set us free. 
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Tuesday, December 30, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.  Ray Of Hope Church celebrates 
Kwanzaa for our eighth year.   All seven principles will be celebrated in this one 
event.   

 Wednesday, December 31, 12:00 Noon ecumenical Mass 
 Thursday, January 1, 2026: No events scheduled at the Chapel 
 Friday, January 2,  7:30 p.m. *****Music Ministry Rehearsal***** 
 
**Sunday, January 4, 2026, 10:30 a.m.  Holy Name Sunday - Nativity Week 2 

Tuesday, January 6 - Orthodox Christmas, Epiphany 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Bible 
Enrichment - The Book of Revelation 

 Wednesday, January 7, 12:00 Noon ecumenical Mass 
 Friday, January 9,  7:30 p.m. *****Music Ministry Rehearsal***** 

 

**Sunday, January 11, 2026, 10:30 a.m.  Epiphany of the Lord 

 2:00 PM S.T.I.C. on Zoom 
Tuesday, January 13, 7:15 - 8:45 p.m. Bible Enrichment - The Book of Revelation 

 Wednesday, January 15, 12:00 Noon ecumenical Mass 
  

 Friday, January 16,  7:30 p.m. *****Music Ministry Rehearsal***** 
 

**Sunday, January 18, 2026, 10:30 a.m.  The Baptism of the Lord Epiphany Week 2 - the 
beginning of His public ministry, about 30 years old.  ***Beginning of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity - January 18 - 25 

Tuesday, January 20, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Bible Enrichment - The Book of Revelation 
 Wednesday, January 21, 12:00 Noon ecumenical Mass 
 Thursday, January 22, 7:00 p.m. Chapel Assistance - Christmas Decorations — 
change to white and gold, and what shall we add for this new feast: Sunday of The 
Word Of God 
 

 Friday, January 23,  6:30-8:00 p.m. Council 
 

The Forty-Second Annual Meeting in the Forty-Third Year of Ministry: 
Sunday, January 25, 2026. 
 

We catch up on the Liturgical Calendar: Sunday, January 25, 2026 — Epiphany Wk 
3, 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sunday of the Word of God — Luke 24:45: Jesus 
opened the minds of the two disciples to understand the Word of God.  By opening 
their minds, the disciples were transformed and empowered to go forth as confident 
witnesses and to proclaim His Glory to all the nations.  (added by Pope Francis 
9/30/2019)  *** The final day of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  Sunday of the 
Memorial of Saint Sister Marianne Cope, Sister of Saint Francis from Syracuse, NY. 
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There is a sign-up sheet on the table for desserts during the after-worship fellowship 
time, and we are seeking volunteers to sign up for desserts.  Kaiden will text the 
volunteer during the week to remind them they have signed up to provide snacks that 
week.  

 
 
 

We Are Sent Forth To Serve 

Ed Askins: SAINTS: The Lord is with you! 
ALL: And also with you! 
 

Ed Askins: This is our closing prayer.  We bless and praise you, God, for 

this time of worship we have enjoyed together today.  Send us forth now to 
share what we have experienced with others.   We ask you, Almighty God, to 

bless us with quiet miracles, the warmth of love, and fill us with wonder and 

peace; (*+*) In the Name of God, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit. 

ALL: Amen 
Christina McLaughlin: We pray Romans Chapter fifteen, verse thirteen 
together, saying: 

 
ALL: Now may the God of hope fill you with all Joy and peace in 
believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen (Romans 15:13) 

 

Christina McLaughlin: We go forth in peace and Love to serve all people 
and the Lord … 
ALL: … on our journey into renewal, fresh beginnings, new 
possibilities, and a renewed embrace of our potential!  Thanks be to 
God. 

 

Christina McLaughlin: Please rise as you are able for our final song, To Jesus 
Christ, Our Sovereign King. 

 
LAST SONG:TEXT ONLY  Glory & Praise Second Edition 422  
To Jesus Christ Our Sovereign King Text: Martin B. Hellrigel, 1891-1981, alt., 
© 1941, Irene C. Mueller 
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1. To Jesus Christ, our sov'reign King, 
 Who is the world's salvation, 
 All praise and homage do we bring 
 And thanks and adoration. 
 Christ Jesus, Victor! 
 Christ Jesus, Ruler!  
 Christ Jesus, Lord and Redeemer! 
 
2. Your reign extend, O King benign, 
 To ev'ry land and nation; 
 For in your Kingdom, Lord divine, 
 Alone we find salvation.  
 Christ Jesus, Victor! 
 Christ Jesus, Ruler!  
 Christ Jesus, Lord and Redeemer! 
 
3. To you, and to your church, great King, 
 We pledge our heart's oblation; 
 Until before your throne we sing 
 In endless jubilation. 
 Christ Jesus, Victor! 
 Christ Jesus, Ruler!  
 Christ Jesus, Lord and Redeemer! 
 
To Jesus Christ Our Sovereign King Text: Martin B. Hellrigel, 1891-1981, alt., 
© 1941, Irene C. Mueller.  Catholic Community Hymnal #287  Onelicense 
Song# 92401 Used with Print Permission and Streaming License A-74127. 
Holy Forever Words and Music by Brian Johnson, Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram, Jenn Johnson, Phil 

Wickham.   
 



49 

11-30-25 Advent wk I, Hope, World AIDS Day Remembrance.  Year A Page 49 of 50  

 

Ray Of Hope Church Weekly Schedule 
Elmira Worship- Sunday 10:30 a.m. – 380 W. First St. 
Parsonage/Monastery .  

Join us live on Zoom.  Sign on by 10:15 a.m.  Syracuse Worship- 
looking for a host in Syracuse.  For more information, Click Here. 

Bible Enrichment- Tuesday 6:30–8 p.m.-380 W. First St. Parsonage 
/Monastery.  Or, join us live on Zoom.  Sign on by 6:15 p.m. Click Here. 

** to call the Pastor: Rev. Shawn Benedict: 607-280-0374* 
Policy Concerning Minors at Events 

Ray Of Hope Church Of Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes all youth and children to worship with 

us and participate in our activities.  We endeavor to provide a safe and non-threatening 

environment for all children.  To this end, we have a Policy Concerning Minors at Events, which 

is available from the Clerk upon request and is on our website; 

http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Minors_At_Events.htm. Please enjoy your visit with us, and 

we hope you will return. 

NOTE: On June 15, 1996, as a part of the Ordination Ceremony and his profession of 

Benedictine Vows, Rev. Leo W. McDermott, II retired the use of his secular birth name and was 

given a new name in Religion, Brother Shawn Francis Benedict. 

The Chapel is not open to the general public, the way it used to be from 7:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. 

daily, as we try to do our part to stop the spread of COVID-19.  Call for an appointment if you 

want some time to come in to pray, read, or visit The Blessed Sacrament.  1-607-280-0374  Our 

regular services will be blended with live participation in the Chapel, live on Skype and 

Facebook.  To read the information on how to use Skype to participate with us, Click Here.. 

Recordings of most of our Worship events are on our Facebook page, to see Click Here.  We 

will reopen the Chapel as soon as it is reasonably safe and prudent. 

Visitors: Please feel free to fill out the information slip below and place it in the collection plate.  Please 
indicate any special needs you may have.  All information will be used for church purposes only. 

 

(Optional) Name:    

(Optional) Phone:  

Email Address:   
 I would like to be included on the church Email list. 
 I would like to schedule an appointment with the Pastor. 

http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Location.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/BibleEnrichment.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/Minors_At_Events.htm
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/view.htm
https://www.facebook.com/lgbtqsia2ssByYou/


 

 

 

Ray Of Hope Church Statement Of Purpose 

In the Spirit of God, and in the footsteps of Christ Jesus, we the Faith Community 
at Ray Of Hope Church commit to: 

• guide and welcome all people to the Free Gift of Salvation 
in Christ Jesus, with a God-ordained celebration of all sexual 
orientations, and gender expressions, with an open ministry to 
persons affected by or infected with HIV/AIDS, their families and 
friends, 

• declare and openly assert the Truth that same-sex 
relationships, founded and fostered in God-centered Love, are holy 
and blessed, and in fact originate by the work of the Holy Spirit; and, 
that God equally uses blessed same-sex and heterosexual Holy 
Unions and Marriages to bring God's own Love and good news of 
"Salvation to all who believe" into the World, 

• uphold, proclaim, and teach the historic Biblical Christian 
Doctrine, build community through worship and prayer, break the 
Bread, and live the ministry of the Holy Spirit, 

• change the World around us by living Gospel principles of 
social justice in everything we do, thereby exposing all forms of 
prejudice, oppression, racism, homophobia, sexism, and misogyny, 

• proclaim the ray of hope, which is the soon coming return 
of Christ Jesus, and the fullness of His Eternal Community where the 
Will of God will establish liberty, justice, equity, and Peace for all 
God's People and the Universe. 

—————————————————————— 
Visit us online: 

Our website: http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/  Mobile-Friendly website version:   
http://www.rayofhopechurch.com/P2023-Bookmark.htm Facebook Page (like and follow) 
Click Here.  Our YouTube page: www.youtube.com/rayofhopenyglbtqs 

————Scripture verses to share with others:——— 

Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all Joy and Peace in believing, that you may abound in 
hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Titus 2:11, 3:4 The grace, the goodness, the loving-kindness of our God has appeared, 
bringing Salvation to everyone. 

John 5:24 Those who hear my Word and believe in God who sent me, have eternal life, will never come under 
judgment and have passed from death to life already. 

Romans 10:13 "For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved." (repeated @ Joel 2:32; Acts 2:21) 

"everyone, anyone who" asks. "Lord" here refers to God principally as in the book of Joel that is being quoted, 
so all persons who call on God shall be saved. 

"Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive 
it?" (Isaiah 43:19 ESV) 

 "Behold, I make all things new." (Revelation 21:5)                  
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